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analytical algorithms, etc.) that together will form a 

Global Biodiversity Information Facility (GBIF)”
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GBIF Participation

Last updated: 2013-03-04

• 31 voting participants

• 11 associate country participants

+ 33 participant organisations



What does GBIF do?

•Builds a global informatics 

infrastructure for biodiversity science

•Supports and promotes common 

standards for data capture and sharing

•Promotes global participation, capacity 

building

•Encourages and enables publication of 

data on biodiversity (manuals, training, 

collaboration between participants)



Last updated: 2010

The GBIF informatics infrastructure

www.gbif.o
rg

OAI-PMH



Current GBIF-Network Data Coverage

As of March 2013:   396,026,747 indexed records from 

10,004 datasets from 464 publishers and spanning a wide 

range of geospatial, temporal and taxonomic coverages.

http://tinyurl.com/gbifMap



Promotion of Publishing Standards
http://www.gbif.org/orc/



taxonRank

higherClassification

taxonConceptID
associatedSequences

geodeticDatum
specificEpithet

coordinatePosition

Darwin Core 

– a glossary of terms

associatedSequences:  A list (concatenated and separated) of 
identifiers (publication, global unique identifier, URI) of genetic 
sequence information associated with the Occurrence.



Darwin Core Archive (DwC-A)
• A package of DwC records including extensions

• Simple text based format

• Zipped single file archive

Germplasm.txt

+ metadata file in Ecological Metadata Language format
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Stable Metadata Schema

GBIF EML Profile:  http://rs.gbif.org/schema/eml-gbif-profile/1.0.2/

EML specification:  http://knb.ecoinformatics.org/software/eml/eml-2.1.1/index.html



Interdisciplinary catalogues

• Registries and catalogues are key components of 

the GEOSS Common Infrastructure

• Supporting several GEOSS  Societal Benefit Areas

GBIF participates in the

Global Earth Observation 

System of Systems 

(GEOSS) 



Main Facets

• Taxonomic

• Spatial

• Temporal

• Institutional

• Keywords

• …
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