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Data Sharing by Scientists: Practices and Perceptions

Carol Tenopir'*, Suzie Allard’, Kimberly Douglass’, Arsev Umur Aydinoglu’, Lei Wu', Eleanor Read?,
Maribeth Manoff?, Mike Frame?

1 School of Information Sciences, University of Tennessee, Knoxville, Tennessee, United States of America, 2 University of Tennessee Libraries, University of Tennessee,
Knoxville, Tennessee, United States of America, 3 Center for Biological Informatics, United States Geological Survey, Oak Ridge, Tennessee, United States of America

Abstract

Background: Scientific research in the 21st century is more data intensive and collaborative than in the past. It is important
to study the data practices of researchers - data accessibility, discovery, re-use, preservation and, particularly, data sharing.
Data sharing is a valuable part of the scientific method allowing for verification of results and extending research from prior
results.

Methodology/Principal Findings: A total of 1329 scientists participated in this survey exploring current data sharing
practices and perceptions of the barriers and enablers of data sharing. Scientists do not make their data electronically
available to others for various reasons, including insufficient time and lack of funding. Most respondents are satisfied with
their current processes for the initial and short-term parts of the data or research lifecycle (collecting their research data;
searching for, describing or cataloging, analyzing, and short-term storage of their data) but are not satisfied with long-term
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S Guidance and Resources for your Data Management Plan
Home  AboutDMPTool ~ DMPNews  MyPlans  Funder Requirements  Help

ContactUs | GetStarted | Login

Help us improve the DMPTool:
(Take our survey! |

Data Management Plan: Sample Plan Created at the
DataONE Best Practices Workshop - Santa Fe NM 72011

Create ready-to-

Atmospheric CO2 C Mauna Loa
use data Observatory, Hawall, 20112013
management
plans for specific
funding agencies.
See a plan created with the DMP Tool
Recent DMP News
Take our user survey

‘Webinar on data management plans, Jan 11 and Jan 19

- DWPTool of the Coaition for Networked Information Fall
The DMP Tool allows you to: 1 2 3 4 Merber ship meeting

More news >

DMPTOOL is a service of the Univesity of California Curation Center of the Califomnia Digital Librany
Copytight @ 2010-2012 The Regents of the University of California
Privacy Policy | Teims of Use | Photo Credits
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. Types of data produced

2. Data and metadata
standards

3. Policies for access and
sharing

4, Policies for re-use,
redistribution

5. Plans for archiving &

preservation

accordance with the University of Virginia policy RES-002, “Policy: Laboratory
Notebook and Recordkeeping,” the data will be preserved for a minimum of five years
upon completion of the project. However the current preservation plan for Libra will be
to preserve the data indefinitely. The Libra backup plan provides for data redundancy
including off-site storage.

As advised by University of Virginia Library staff members, | plan on depositing my research
data in the UVA institutional repository - Libra. | will submit the necessary metadata and other
resources to make my data accessible for future users. In accordance with the University of
Virginia policy RES-002, "Policy: Laboratory Notebook and Recordkeeping,” the data will be
preserved for a minimum of five years upon completion of the project. However the current
preservation plan for Libra will be to preserve the data indefinitely. The Libra backup plan
provides for data redundancy including off-site storage.

General
NSF Data Sharing Policy

NSF Data Management Plan Requirements
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